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Introduction 

The only useful descriptions of hawkweeds that are generally available are in P.D. Sell 

& G. Murrell’s Flora of Great Britain and Ireland vol 4 (2006). However, anybody that 

has looked at this has probably quickly put it back on the shelf again. There are 412 

species recorded from the British Isles with often quite small differences between them 

and it is difficult to find your way into the group. However, with only 33 species 

recorded from Devon and Cornwall, the situation is much easier here. The following is 

a distillation of Sell and Murrell (2006), which originated from my own attempts to get 

my head around the group, and hopefully it will help others to do the same. 

 

At the simplest level, the only species that occurs with any frequency throughout the 

area is H. umbellatum. So, if you can get to recognise this, which is quite easy, you 

will know that anything else is a significant record and worth pursuing further.  

H. umbellatum is the only species with lots of stem leaves (>10) and yellow styles. It 

can be further confirmed by the involucral bracts (phyllaries) which have very few 

hairs of any sort and the outer ones have tips that curve outwards (squarrose). Also, the 

inflorescence is typically umbel-shaped.  

 

H. umbellatum is very variable in leaf shape and there are stunted forms in exposed 

coastal situations. Indeed in south-western England the variation is particularly high. 

Unlike all other hawkweeds, reproduction is primarily sexual rather than apomictic. 

This means that the variation is more or less a continuum and although there are 

subdivisions into subspecies and varieties there may be some forms that are un-

nameable. 

 

If it’s not H. umbellatum, the most likely candidates are H. sabaudum (lots of stem 

leaves), H. argillaceum (2-9 stem leaves) and H. grandidens (usually 0-1 stem leaves) 

and it is probably worth starting from these and working out how other related species 

differ.  H. argillaceum includes everything previously named H. acuminatum and 

probably some that were named H. cheriense. 

 

Other occasional species are H. trichocaulon, H. vulgatum (which probably includes 

some things named H. lepidulum) and H. spilophaeum (the commonest spotted leaved 

plant and includes things previously named H. maculatum). Everything else is very 

rare. 

 

The name H. exotericum agg. is used for a group of closely related species which 

includes H. grandidens. These are best collected before the end of June because the 

first-produced leaves are more consistent. But, even if it’s after this, it is still worth 

making the record as the aggregate. Even when collected early there are some 

populations in this group which are, at present, un-nameable. 

 

Several of the rosette species are more or less confined to old railway lines and it is 

worth looking particularly at railway bridges and old railway buildings. The old line 

between Plymouth and Tavistock has a particularly broad range of species and several 

have their only records here. There are others, particularly in the H. exotericum agg. 



 

which are associated with walls of old gardens and it seems that in the past some 

hawkweeds, particularly ones with spotted leaves, were cultivated as garden plants. 

 

Jargon terms 

Phyllaries = involucral bracts 

Pilose hairs = simple non-glandular hairs, usually black-based and pale-tipped 

Mammiform teeth = broad based and obtuse to rounded although sometimes apiculate 

at tip 

 

Table 1 – brackets indicate that a species can occur in this section but it is not within 

its usual range.  

 Stem leaves 10+ Stem leaves 2-9 Stem leaves 0-1 

Phyllaries 

with glands 

AND pilose 

hairs 0 to 

very few  

Key A 
umbellatum 

vagum 

  

Phyllaries 

with pilose 

hairs 0 or 

very few  

Key B 
(eminentiforme) 

sabaudum f. 

bladonii 

virgultorum 

Key C  

daedalolepioides 

anglorum 

argillaceum 

cheriense 

asperatum 

spilophaeum 

(grandidens) 

(sylvularum) 

(exotericum) 

Key E  
grandidens 

sylvularum 

quadridentatum 

monstrosum 

medium 

sublepistoides 

microspilum 

exotericum 

patale 

glevense 

Phyllaries 

with pilose 

hairs few to 

many  

Key B  
eboracense 

trichocaulon 

sabaudum f. 

sabaudum 

eminentiforme 

dumosum 

Key D 

(trichocaulon) 

orimeles 

eustomon  

vulgatum 

lepidulum 

diaphanum 

erubescens 

argillaceum 

subamplifolium 

pollichiae 

Key F 

schmidtii 

stenophilidium 

eustomon 

scotostictum 

 

 

Key A  
A1 Styles dark; phyllaries all appressed; leaves >2.5 cm wide (rare, Plymouth) 

          H. vagum 

      Styles yellow; outer phyllaries normally curved outwards or even backwards 

(squarrose); leaves of up to 4cm wide but usually <2.5 cm wide   A2 (H. umbellatum) 

 

A2 Leaves dark green above and fairly stiff, at least the upper acute at apex, mostly not 

more than 10 mm wide        A3 (H. umbellatum ssp. umbellatum) 

      Leaves rather pale green and flaccid, +/- obtuse, more than 10 mm wide, 

               A4 (H. umbellatum ssp. bichlorophyllum) 



 

(Plants with broader leaves which are fairly dark green and stiff and a more elongate 

panicle belong to H. umbellatum ssp. umbellatum var. commune. This has been 

reported from Devon in the past but the records have not been confirmed) 

 

A2 At least some leaf teeth more than 5mm long (rare, scattered)   

    H. umbellatum ssp. umbellatum var. coronopifolium 

      Leaf teeth not exceeding 5mm long      A3 

 

A3 Dwarf coastal plants up to 30 cm tall, heads few (rare, Lundy)   

     H. umbellatum ssp. umbellatum var. dunense 

Taller inland plants (20-)30-80(-100) cm tall, heads few to numerous (the most 

frequent taxon)   H. umbellatum ssp. umbellatum var. umbellatum 

 

A4 Many leaves more or less ovate (rare, South Hams)    

           H. umbellatum ssp. bichlorophyllum var. latifolium 

      Leaves longer, oblong or elliptic-oblong      A5 

 

A5 Dwarf coastal plants up to 30 cm tall (rare, north Devon coast)   

     H. umbellatum ssp. bichlorophyllum var. curtum 

      Taller inland plants 25-50(-70) cm tall (frequent)    

     H. umbellatum ssp. bichlorophyllum var. taylori 

 

Key B 

Note; all of the species in this section of the key have dark styles (except sometimes  

H. trichocaulon). Leafy plants with yellow styles are likely to be H. umbellatum with 

some extra hairs on the phyllaries (see Key A). 

B1 Stem leaves <30, those in mid-stem with frequent sharp teeth, <3 cm wide; 

phyllaries <10 mm long        B2 

      Stem leaves 20-70, entire, denticulate or with some short teeth, usually >2.5 cm 

wide; longest phyllaries >10 mm long       B3 

 

B2 Pits on receptacle bounded by teeth with prolonged hair-like tips (rare, near 

Tiverton)           H. eboracense 

      Pits on receptacle bounded by teeth with subulate tips (occasional)  

            H. trichocaulon  

(This receptacle pit character is most easily seen on old heads that have released their 

seeds. H. eboracense also has broader, more crowded and sometimes more numerous 

leaves and often more numerous heads (up to 50)) 

 

B3 Leaves long attenuate at base, widest around mid-leaf (probably erroneously 

recorded from Devon)       H. virgultorum 

      Leaves shortly cuneate to rounded at base, many widest below the middle B4 

 

B4 Heads up to 40 mm in diameter on a widely spreading inflorescence (rare, Exmoor 

and north Devon coast      H. eminentiforme 

      Heads 25-35 mm in diameter in a narrower panicle    B5  

(H. eminentiforme also has broader leaves which are more frequently ovate and never 

elongated. The phyllaries tend to be longer and narrower with more glands. It is a rare 

species occurring on Exmoor and the north coast and may be just a form of  

H. sabaudum) 



 

 

B5 Phyllaries nearly concolorous or with slightly paler margins B6 (H. sabaudum) 

     At least the inner phyllaries with broad pale margins (rare, Newquay)  

                H. dumosum

      

B6 Upper part of peduncles and phyllaries with numerous pilose hairs (frequent around 

Exmoor, occasional elsewhere)   H. sabaudum f. sabaudum 

      Upper part of peduncles and phyllaries with 0-occasional pilose hairs (rare, 

scattered)       H. sabaudum f. bladonii 

 

 

Key C  

C1 Leaves spotted and blotched with purplish-brown  C2 

      Leaves unspotted although often with purplish tints and sometimes with some 

small purple dots       C3 

 

C2 Basal and lower leaves untoothed to shallowly denticulate, cuneate to abruptly 

contracted at base (occasional)     H. spilophaeum 

      Basal and lower leaves dentate, cuneate at base (rare, south Devon)   H. asperatum 

(H. asperatum also has less hairy leaves, and a smaller panicle with larger heads). 

 

C3 Stem leaves 2 or more, phyllaries usually with at least an occasional pilose hair

          C4 

      Stem leaves 2 (or fewer), phyllaries without pilose hairs   Go to E6 

 

C4 Phyllaries with numerous to dense stellate hairs; peduncles with numerous glands 

(occasional especially around Exmoor)        H. argillaceum 

      Phyllaries with stellate hairs 0 or a few towards the base  C5 

 

C5 Glands on phyllaries all short to very short; peduncles with few glands (rare, 

scattered)              H. cheriense 

Glands on phyllaries of varied lengths, short to medium ; peduncles with numerous 

glands         C6 

 

C6 Leaves 2-7 x 1-3cm, subentire or with a few sharp teeth, thickish, bright green but 

often suffused reddish  (rare, south Devon)           H. daedalolepioides 

      Leaves 3-10 x 1.5-4.5 cm, dentate to deeply incised-dentate, rather flaccid, pale 

green and only rarely tinted reddish (rare, Exmoor)          H. anglorum 

 

 

Key D  

D1 Stem leaves 8 or more, those in mid stem with frequent sharp teeth; rosette leaves 

absent at flowering time (occasional)        H. trichocaulon 

      Stem leaves <7, or if 8 then mid stem leaves denticulate to dentate; usually a few 

rosette leaves present at flowering time     D2 

 

D2 Leaves spotted and blotched with purplish-brown (rare, south Cornwall) 

                H. pollichiae 

      Leaves unspotted although often with purplish tints and sometimes with some 

small purple dots        D3 



 

D3 Basal/lower leaves broadly elliptic, ovate or subrotund, abruptly narrowed below to 

a shortly cuneate or subtruncate base      D4  

Basal/lower leaves, lanceolate to elliptic or oblong, mostly long-cuneate at base 

          D5 

 

D4 Leaves thick, bluish-green, stem leaves 2 (or fewer), styles yellow (rare, Exmoor 

and north Devon coast)               H. eustomon 

      Leaves green, stem leaves 2 or more, styles discoloured (rare, scattered)  

         H. subamplifolium 

 

D5 Phyllaries with more pilose hairs than glands    D6 

      Phyllaries with more glands than pilose hairs    D7 

 

D6 Styles +/- yellow, heads 1-6, phyllaries with almost no glands (rare, Dartmoor tors)

         H. orimeles 

      Styles discoloured (brownish/greenish), heads 1-20, phyllaries with a few glands 

(rare, vicinity of old railways, scattered)    H. vulgatum 

 

D7 Phyllaries without stellate hairs (rare, SW Devon railways) H. diaphanum 

     Phyllaries with some stellate hairs, at least at the base and lower margins     D8 

 

D8 Phyllaries with very few pilose hairs, leaves +/- toothed (occasional especially 

around Exmoor)       H. argillaceum 

      Phyllaries with more pilose hairs, leaves denticulate  D9 

(Although H. argillaceum is not supposed to have more than a few pilose hairs I think 

that Devon plants sometimes have quite a few pilose hairs) 

 

D9 Leaves green, rarely slightly suffused with reddish-purple beneath; phyllaries +/- 

obtuse (rare, scattered)      H. lepidulum  

      Leaves often with a reddish margin above and often suffused reddish or reddish-

purple beneath; phyllaries +/- acute (rare, SW Devon railways) H. erubescens 

 

 

Key E  

E1 Phyllaries with numerous stellate hairs    E2 

     Phyllaries with 0-few stellate hairs    E6 

 

E2 Styles yellow; phyllaries with short glandular hairs up to 0.7 mm long; leaves 

spotted or blotched with purplish-brown (rare, SW Devon railways)      H. medium 

     Styles discoloured; phyllaries with various glandular hairs; leaves blotched or not

         E3 

 

E3 Leaves entire to minutely denticulate (rare, SW Devon railways)   H. microspilum 

      Leaves shallowly to fairly deeply dentate    E4  

 

E4 Upper surface of leaves glabrous or nearly so, unblotched; phyllaries with short 

glandular hairs up to 0.5 mm long (rare, old railways, scattered)              H. patale 

     Upper surface of leaves hairy, blotched with purplish-brown or not, phyllaries with 

glandular hairs of mixed length, some up to 1.0 mm long  E5 

 



 

E5 Leaves with large mammiform teeth, spotted or blotched with purplish-brown 

(except sometimes in late summer) (rare, SW Devon railways) H. monstrosum  

     Leaves shallowly sinuate-dentate, blotched or not (rare, scattered) H. sublepistoides  

 

E6 Specimens collected after the beginning of July   H. exotericum agg. 

      Specimens collected before the end of June   E7 

 

E7 Styles usually yellow; leaves entire or with small sharp teeth (rare, scattered) 

         E8 

      Styles discoloured; leaves with large mammiform teeth  E9 

 

E8 Phyllaries to 13 mm long; styles yellow    H. glevense 

      Phyllaries to 11 mm long; styles usually yellow   H. exotericum 

 

E9 Rosette leaves all ovate or elliptic-ovate (rare, scattered)  H. sylvularum 

     At least the inner rosette leaves oblong, elliptic-oblong or lanceolate-oblong    E10 

(The leaf teeth of H. sylvularum are also more rounded (but usually with an apiculate 

tip) than in H. grandidens) 

 

E10 Leaf teeth numerous and close together (occasional)  H. grandidens 

      Leaf teeth large and few (rare, Dartmoor)   H. quadridentatum 

 

 

Key F 

F1 Leaves spotted and blotched with purplish-brown (rare, scattered) H. scotostictum  

      Leaves unspotted although often with purplish tints and sometimes with some 

small purple dots       F2 

(There are also colonies with spotted leaves which do not fit under H. scotostictum but 

cannot be named e.g. at Dunsford and Leusdon Lodge). 

  

F2 Leaves with +/- numerous stellate hairs beneath, all +/- dentate; phyllaries with 

numerous glands and pilose hairs and with stellate hairs on the base and margins 

(Dartmoor tors)       H. stenophilidium 

      Leaves with 0-few stellate hairs beneath, nearly entire or sometimes with a few 

shallow teeth, especially on the inner rosette leaves   F3 

 

F3 Phyllaries to 14mm long, with numerous pilose hairs, few short glandular hairs and 

a few stellate hairs near the base (rare Exmoor, north Devon coast) H. eustomon  

      Phyllaries to 12mm long, with numerous pilose hairs, few to numerous glands and 

numerous stellate hairs especially on the margins (rare, Exmoor)    H. schmidtii 

(H. eustomon also has larger, thicker leaves, the inner ones with irregular shallow 

teeth) 

 



 

Table 1 – Synopsis of characters of Devon & Cornwall species of Hieracium Sections Sabauda, Hieracioides & Tridentata 

All have (8-)10-many stem leaves and no rosette leaves at flowering time 

 

  umbellatum vagum virgultorum sabaudum eminentiforme dumosum eboracense trichocaulon 

Leaves stem leaf no. 10-many 10-40 (-70) 20-40 20-40 (-70) 20-60 10-40 10-30 8-20 

Width of 

lower (cm) 

0.5-4 

 

2.5-4 (-5) 1-2.5 1.5-3 (-4) 2-4 2.5-4 2-3 2-3 

Base All cuneate 

 

Lower cuneate, 

upper rounded 

All +/- cuneate, 

lower long cuneate 

Lower cuneate, 

upper rounded 

Lower cuneate, 

upper rounded 

Lower cuneate, 

upper rounded 

All cuneate 

 

All cuneate 

 

  

 

       

Toothing Entire to long-

dentate with 

curved teeth 

 

Remotely dentate 

to dentate 

Denticulate to 

serrulate with 

rather distant teeth 

Sub-entire to 

denticulate with 

short ascending 

teeth 

Few small, 

spreading, sharp 

teeth 

Few small, 

spreading teeth 

Denticulate to 

dentate 

Denticulate to 

strongly and 

irregularly dentate 

Peduncles Pilose hairs Rare, medium Sometimes a few, 

medium 

Sometimes a few, 

short to medium 

Usually numerous 

but 0-few in f. 

bladonii 

0-numerous Numerous to 

dense, medium 

and long 

Often an 

occasional hair 

Rare 

Glands None None None None None Few, minute None Numerous, minute 
Phyllaries Max. length 12 mm 12 mm 12 mm 13 mm 14 mm 14 mm 10 mm 10 mm 

Tip Obtuse Obtuse Obtuse +/- obtuse Obtuse Obtuse Obtuse Obtuse to subacute 

Outer Lax to squarrose +/- lax Appressed Usually appressed Often spreading 

tips 

Appressed Appressed Appressed 

Colour (excl. 

margins) 

Olive to blackish 

green 

Blackish green Dull or dark olive 

green 

Blackish green Blackish green Olive green with 

broad pale 

margins 

Olive green Olive green 

Pilose hairs Rare, medium Rare, medium Often some, 

slightly longer 

than glands 

Few to numerous, 

short to long 

Usually few to 

numerous, 

medium to long 

Numerous to 

rather dense, 

medium to long 

+/- numerous, 

short and medium 

Few to numerous, 

short to medium 

Glands Rare short None Numerous, 

slender, unequal 

glands and 

microglands 

Numerous to 

dense, slender, 

unequal glands 

and microglands 

Numerous, 

slender, unequal,  

very short to 

medium 

Numerous, 

medium and short 

and unequal 

Numerous, short, 

glands and 

microglands 

Numerous, minute 

and short 

Stellate hairs Rare 

 

Rare None None None Some None 0-few 

Heads Size (mm) 30-35 25-35 25-30 25-35 30-40 35-40 25-30 25-30 

No. 1-60 Numerous 10-50 (3-) 20-45 (-60) 10-30 (-80) 4-30 2-50 2-20 (-30) 

Styles colour Yellow 

 

Discoloured Discoloured Discoloured Discoloured Discoloured Discoloured Yellowish to 

discoloured 

Receptacle 

pits  

Margins Dentate to 

fimbriate dentate 

Fibrillous dentate Fibrillous dentate Fibrillous dentate Fibrillous dentate Fibrillous dentate Fimbriate dentate Subulate dentate 

Achenes Length (mm) 3-4 3.5-4 3.5-4 3-4 3.5-4 3.5-4 2.5-3 2.5-3 

Colour Blackish brown Purplish black Purplish black Purplish black Purplish black Blackish red Blackish brown Blackish brown 



 

Table 2 – Synopsis of characters of Devon & Cornwall species of Hieracium Sections Vulgatum and Oreadea 

All have 2-several stem leaves and usually at least one or two pilose hairs on the phyllaries 

 

  orimeles daedalol’s anglorum diaphanum argillaceum cheriense spilopha’m vulgatum pollichiae lepidulum erubescens asperatum subampl’m 

Leaves Blotched No No No No No No Yes, except 

in shade 

No Yes No No Yes No 

Reddish 

margin above 

No Sometimes No No No No No No No No Often No No 

Shape Lanceolate 

to elliptic 

Lanceolate 

to elliptic 
Elliptic to 

ovate 
Elliptic to 

ovate 

Lanceolate 

to ovate 
Lanceolate 

to ovate 
Lanceolate 

to elliptic 
Lanceolate 

to elliptic 
Lanceolate 

to elliptic 

Lanceolate 

to elliptic 
Lanceolate 

to elliptic 
Lanceolate 

to elliptic 
Elliptic to 

ovate 
Toothing Subentire or 

with a few 

small teeth 

Subentire or 

with a few 

sharp teeth 

Denticulate 

to incised-

dentate 

Denticulate 

or shallowly 

dentate 

Denticulate 

to shortly 

dentate 

Denticulate 

to dentate 

Entire to 

shallowly 

dentate 

Minutely 

denticulate 

to dentate 

Denticulate 

to dentate; 

sometimes 

large teeth 

Subentire to 

irregularly 

dentate 

Subentire to 

shallowly 

sinuate-

dentate 

Dentate Entire to 

shallowly 

sinuate-

dentate 

Base Cuneate to 

attenuate 

Abruptly 

contracted 

to cuneate  

Abruptly 

contracted 

to cuneate  

Cuneate Cuneate to 

attenuate 
Rounded to 

cuneate 
Abruptly 

contracted 

to cuneate  

Cuneate to 

attenuate 
Abruptly 

contracted 

to cuneate  

Cuneate to 

attenuate 
Cuneate to 

shortly 

attenuate 

Cuneate Abruptly 

contracted 

to truncate 
stem leaf no. 2-5 2-5 3-5(-9) 2-5 3-7 2-6 2-5 2-8 2-4 2-5 2-5 2-5 2-4 

Phyllaries Max. length 11 mm 10 mm 10 mm 9 mm 13 mm 11 mm 11 mm 10 mm 11 mm 9 mm 10 mm 10 mm 11 mm 

Tip Obtuse/acut

e 

Acute Acute Acute? +/- acute +/- acute Subacute Subacute +/- acute +/- obtuse +/- acute +/- obtuse +/- acute 

Tips in bud Erect Incurved  Incurved Incurved Incurved Incurved Incurved Incurved Erect Incurved Incurved Incurved Incurved 
Colour (excl. 

margins) 

Olive green Blackish 

green 

Blackish 

green 

Blackish 

green 

Olive to 

blackish 

green 

Olive green Greyish 

green 

Greyish 

green 

Dark green Olive green Dark to 

blackish 

green 

Dark olive 

green 

Blackish 

green 

Pilose hairs Numerous, 

very short 

to medium 

Rare None to rare Occasional, 

slightly 

longer than 

glands 

Rare to few None to rare Rare, short Numerous, 

short to 

medium 

(<1mm) 

Numerous, 

medium to 

long 

Few to 

fairly 

numerous, 

short to 

medium 

Few to 

fairly 

numerous, 

short to 

medium 

Rare, short 

to medium 

Numerous, 

short to 

medium 

Glands Few, minute Numerous, 

short to 

medium 

(0.4-1mm) 

Numerous, 

short to 

medium 

(0.4-1mm) 

Numerous, 

short 

Numerous 

to dense, 

very short to 

medium 

Numerous, 

very short to 

short 

Numerous, 

short 

Few to 

fairly 

numerous 

Few, short Numerous 

unequal, 

short 

Numerous 

very short to 

medium 

Numerous 

very short 

Numerous, 

very short to 

short 

Stellate hairs Few 

towards 

base 

None None None Numerous 

to dense, 

esp. on 

margins 

Few 

towards 

base 

Numerous, 

especially 

on margins 

Numerous, 

especially 

on margins 

Few 

towards 

base 

Some on 

margins and 

near base 

Some, on 

margins and 

base 

Numerous, 

particularly 

on margins 

Few, mostly 

at base and 

on margins 

Heads Size 18-30 mm 25-30 mm 25-30 mm 25-30 mm 25-35 mm 25-35 mm 25-30 mm 25-30 mm 30-35 20-30 mm  25-30 mm 30-35 mm 

No. 1-6 3-10 10-20(-40) 2-16 3-50 2-20 6-20 1-30 2-8 3-25 3-15 Numerous 3-45 

Styles colour Yellow to 

slightly 

discoloured 

Discoloured Slightly 

discoloured 

Discoloured Yellow to 

discoloured 

Yellow to 

slightly 

discoloured 

Discoloured 

or yellowish 

Discoloured 

or yellowish 

? Discoloured Yellowish 

or 

discoloured 

Discoloured Discoloured 

Receptacle 

pits  

Margins Subulate-

dentate 

Subulate-

dentate 

Shortly 

subulate 

Sharply 

dentate 

Shortly 

dentate 

Incised-

dentate 

Incised-

dentate 

Shortly 

dentate 

Subulate-

dentate 

Incised-

dentate 
Incised-

dentate 
Sharply 

dentate 

Subulate-

dentate 



 

Table 3 – Synopsis of characters of Devon & Cornwall species of Hieracium Section Hieracium (excluding H. scotostictum)  

All have 0-1(-2) stem leaves and phyllaries with numerous to dense glands and no pilose hairs 

 

  grandidens sylvularum quadriden’m monstrosum medium sublepistoid’s microspilum exotericum glevense patale 

Leaves blotched No No No Yes (or no 

late in season) 

Yes Yes/no No No No No 

length 

(cm) 

3-10 2.5-10 5-11 4-10 5.5-7 2.5-7(-9) 3-8 4-10 2-9 4-10 

toothing strongly 

dentate 

strongly 

dentate 

strongly 

dentate 

dentate denticulate to 

shallowly 

serrate 

subentire to 

shallowly 

sinuate-

dentate 

entire or 

minutely 

denticulate 

subentire, 

denticulate or 

shallowly 

sinuate-

dentate 

Subentire to 

dentate or 

sinuate-

dentate 

Undulate 

denticulate to 

shallowly 

dentate 

tooth 

shape 

rounded-

mammiform 

to narrowly 

mammiform 

rounded-

mammiform 

narrow to 

broad 

mammiform 

to rounded 

mammiform 

to narrowly 

mammiform 

with long 

mucro 

narrow and 

sharp 

   Shallow and 

sharply 

pointed 

Small 

mammiform 

teeth 

hairy on 

upper 

surface 

Hairy to 

nearly 

glabrous 

Hairy Hairy Hairy Hairy Hairy Hairy Hairy, often 

appressed 

Hairy, 

appressed 

Glabrous or 

nearly so 

stem leaf 

size 

Variable Usually large, 

6-9 cm 

Large, 9-10 

cm 

Variable Variable Variable Variable Variable Variable Small 

Phyllaries Max. 

length 

10 mm 12 mm 11 mm 11 mm 10 mm 10 mm 10 mm 11 mm 13 mm 10 mm 

Colour 

(excl. 

margins 

of inner) 

Blackish-

green 

Green Greyish-green Blackish-

green 

Blackish-

green 

Greyish-green Blackish-

green 

Blackish-

green 

Olive-green Blackish-

green 

Gland 

size 

Mixed short to 

medium 0.2-

1.0 mm 

Mixed short to 

medium 0.2-

1.5 mm 

Mixed short to 

medium 0.2-

1.0 mm 

Mixed short to 

medium 0.2-

1.0 mm 

Short 0.4-0.7 

mm 

Mixed short to 

medium 0.2-

1.0 mm 

Mixed short to 

medium 0.2-

1.0 mm 

Mixed short to 

medium 0.2-

1.2 mm 

Very short to 

medium 0.2-

1.5 mm 

Short 0.4-0.5 

mm 

stellate 

hairs 

A few along 

margins 

A few along 

margins 

None Numerous 

along margins 

Numerous 

along margins 

Dense along 

margins 

Numerous 

along margins 

A few along 

margins 

Some on 

margins 

Numerous 

along margins 

and tuft on 

tips 

Ligules Hairs on 

tip 

No No No No No No Few to 

numerous 

No No Short hairs 

Styles colour Discoloured Discoloured Discoloured Discoloured Yellow Discoloured Discoloured Usually 

yellow, 

sometimes 

discoloured 

Yellow Discoloured 



 

  Table 4 – Synopsis of characters of Devon & Cornwall species of Hieracium Sections Stelligera & H. scotostictum 

All have 0-1(-2) stem leaves and have at least some pilose hairs on the phyllaries 

 

 
  schmidtii eustomon stenophilidium scotostictum 

Leaves Blotched No No No Yes 

Thickness Thick Thick Thin Thin 

Stellate hairs 

below 

0 or ?few 0 or ?few +/- numerous None 

Shape Elliptic to 

subrotund 

Lanceolate to 

subrotund 

Elliptic to 

subrotund 

Lanceolate to 

ovate 

Toothing Entire above 

but with a few 

teeth near 

base 

At least inner 

dentate to 

serrate-

dentate with 

sharp teeth 

Sinuate-dentate 

in lower half 

Subentire to 

sometimes 

dentate in 

lower half with 

sharp teeth 

Base Rounded to 

subtruncate 

Cuneate to 

subtruncate 

Abruptly 

contracted to 

subtruncate 

Subtruncate to 

subcordate 

stem leaf no. 0-1 0-2 0(-1) 0-1 

Phyllaries Max. length 12 mm 14 mm 10 mm 10 mm 

Tip acute subacute acute +/- acute 

Tip in bud Erect to 

incurved 

Erect Erect Incurved 

Colour (excl. 

margins) 

Greyish to 

dark green 

Dark green Dark olive 

green 

Blackish green 

Pilose hairs Numerous, 

short to 

medium 

Numerous, 

short to 

medium 

Numerous, 

short to 

medium 

Few to 

numerous, 

short to 

medium 

Glands Few to 

numerous, 

short to 

medium 

Few, short Numerous, 

very short to 

short, unequal 

Numerous, 

very short to 

short (0.2-0.6 

mm) 

Stellate hairs Numerous 

especially on 

margins 

Few near base Some on 

margins and 

base 

Few, mainly on 

margins and 

towards base 

Heads Size 30-40 mm 30-50 mm 30-50 mm 20-25 mm 

No. 1-10(-15) 1-6 1-6 Several 

Styles Colour Yellow Yellow Yellow Orange or 

discoloured 

Receptacle 

pits  

Margins Fimbriate-

dentate 

Deeply 

subulate-

dentate 

Subulate-

dentate 

Subulate-

dentate 


